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Twenty Years in the Rear-view 
On January 15

th
, I will have been the Minister of The Presbyterian Church of Bowling 

Green for twenty (20!) wonderful years.  My first sermon was entitled “Marching Off the 
Map,” and dealt with carrying the drive and purpose of our ministries forward with suitable 
flexibility. Flexibility is important, as has been proven many times in these years. 

Flexibility and Leadership 
It was icy and cold when our family arrived from balmy South Carolina in January 2003.              
I had misunderstood someone who took us sight-seeing in Bowling Green, and thought 
that the Medical Center hospital was still located on Hospital Hill. During my first days 
here, I made a harrowing but valiant, slipping, sliding trip up the hill to visit someone in the 
hospital, only to discover that the hospital was somewhere else.  Ah, memories!  

Good People Making a Good Effort 
Our congregation has done a lot of good things together. I am probably proudest of our 
continued support of the winter housing ministry called Room in the Inn. Opening our love-
ly Fellowship Hall to accommodate homeless people was a big step, though it doesn’t 
seem so big now. A few years previous to Room in the Inn, we began using the Fellowship 
Hall as an art gallery, specializing in local artists. The juxtaposition of human achievement 
in art with the hurt of homelessness is the right balance. Again, our congregation’s story 
hinges on flexibility.  We have also developed a columbarium for the inurnment of ashes in 
our chapel. The church exists to offer a foretaste of life in our eternal home, so making a 
final resting place here seems theologically appropriate. 

Involvement/Engagement is Critical 
The development of the Food Pantry into an all-day, every-day program has also been 
especially meaningful, as has our participation in the downtown Churches’ United in Christ 
Help Ministry.  Service to our community’s neediest people bears witness to our sharing in 
the ministry of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  In the last twenty years, we have made some pro-
gress in what I have called “freshening worship.” We love our traditions, but new hymns, 
freshened language, and even the illustrations on the order of worship each week have 
helped give new expression to ancient and beautiful pieties. The greater involvement of 
the congregation, and especially the Lay Readers, have also made worship better. Our 
intention is to give people the opportunity for engagement in offering God our praise; to do 
as well as to be. 

Supporting the Team 
I am grateful for all the ways the congregation supports the church financially. In addition 
to annual pledges to the operating budget, many people have made bequests to the 
church and to the endowment. Such bequests are one way a person can do something 
significant for the church even when they are of modest income. Such forward thinking 
keeps our church strong. 
I am impressed with the ability and devotion of our staff. We have capable people where 
we need them. During the time of Covid this became especially apparent. It is one of the 
greatest blessings of my ministry to work with the team we have in place right now. They 
are creative, thoughtful, talented, and yes, flexible. 

Love the People 
The best thing about our church is the people. It is a privilege to have connections with so 
many folks who are so strong and gentle, innovative and wise, intelligent and clever. Our 
church is full of good people. 

Holy Cow! What’s Next? 
“Marching Off the Map” is a good descriptor for being ready for anything. But some-          
times we need a map. Be watchful for the congregational self-study to be undertaken 
soon. When you are asked to participated in a “Holy Cow” survey, take that opportunity to             
influence our future. 
                And know you are loved. 

                  Matthew 
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Christian Education 

Missions 

THE CHOSEN CLASS  The Chosen Sunday School class continues in the new year, 

with Season 3 (Episode 1) beginning on Sunday, January 8 at 9:15 am in the Conference 

Room.     

- Jan. 8:  Homecoming: Jesus delivers the most life-altering sermon in history. The         

result? More followers, more enemies, and disciples ready to follow Jesus anywhere.         

Simon and Eden reunite, Matthew faces his past, and Andrew visits John the Baptist in 

prison.  

- Jan. 15:  Two by Two  Jesus is a problem for the Romans. With pilgrims from every-

where setting up a tent city at the gates of Capernaum to see Jesus, tensions rise.          

Jesus officially sends the twelve apostles on an exciting but dangerous mission, causing 

Little James to ask why he hasn’t been healed. 

Future episodes will be released week by week.  
 

 

- Youth Class – in the Youth Suite on the 2
nd

 floor 

-  Preschool and Children’s classes – downstairs 

 

SMALL GROUPS continue into the new year. Check the 60-second email, or our website  

for the lineup! 

ANGEL TREE  We are happy to report that Angel Tree gifts were successfully delivered 
on Saturday, December 17th to our McNeill families on our Angel Tree. We delivered to 15 
different families, with 68 children in total,  and a few full  “sleighs” of gifts! Thank you to all 
who adopted angels, and who shopped and wrapped gifts for this ministry!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
GLOVES WITH LOVE  Gloves for Love will continue through the winter, with gloves, 
scarves, and hats on our 10th Street fence rail.  Your donations of items to hang on the fence 
are appreciated! Please place your donations in the blue bin under the table in the 10th Street 
Foyer.  We will bag them and see that they get hung outside. Thank you! 
 
DAVID’S ROOM IN THE INN  We thank everyone who has participated  
so far in hosting our guests and in preparations and cleanup. We will  
continue to host on Thursday evenings throughout the winter, until March.  
Please do check the signup sheets at the landing to see where you might  
be able to assist for an evening!  
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Youth Group will continue to meet throughout  
the month of January and February. They will 
gather at 5pm on Sundays in the church for food, 
fun and fellowship. If you have any questions 

please reach out to Mary Evans. 
 

We all hope David Clarke enjoys his first trip 

home to Northern Ireland in three years, and  
look forward to his return in February! 

Finance Ministry 

Youth Ministry 
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HOLY COW! 
     Recently our Session agreed to move forward with Holy 
Cow! Consulting to help us plan our future. Soon you will           
receive an invitation to participate in the first step which is to 
conduct a congregational assessment. This assessment will 
help provide a clear picture of who we are as a church and 
what directions are most important for our future.  
     The tool we will use is the Congregational Assessment 
Tool (CAT), which will provide key indicators of our congre-
gational health along with areas of challenge and potential 
growth. It will help us to collect and understand the range of 
views that exist and the possibilities, willingness, capacity, and 
energy for moving forward here at the Presbyterian Church. 
     All answers are strictly anonymous. We have no way of 
matching any assessment to a particular person, so please 
feel free to candidly share your perceptions, opinions, and           
experiences. Our future together is dependent on your partici-
pation and honest answers. 
     You will receive an email that includes a link for the on-line 
survey. Or you may request a paper survey and one will be 
provided to you along with a self-addressed stamped return 
envelope. 
     If you have questions, please contact Tim Leigh 270-793-
6770, or by email: timleigh6@gmail com 

 
 

Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members  
and  friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones: 
 

To Tina Coates in the death of her brother Peter (Pepe) B. Gardner 

To Ann Covington in the death of her mother Elizabeth B. Garner 

Church and Community 

THE CHURCH OFFICE 
will be closed on Monday,  
January 2 for New Year’s, 
and again on the Monday 
of January 16 for Martin 
Luther King Day. 
 
The staff wishes all of you 
a Happy New Year in 
2023! 

CURRENTLY IN OUR FELLOWSHIP HALL GALLERY                 
is the newest exhibit by the ArtWorks artist group. A variety  
of works are hanging by several artists, and we have             
already had many people from outside the church stop in to 
view the show! This exhibit ends Jan. 13. Be sure not to          
miss it! 
 
REMINDER  If you have not yet turned in a pledge card 
and intend to do so, please get it to the church office as soon 
as you are able. The church is trying to finalize the 2023 
budget. 
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Children’s Puzzle Page 
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E lders : C lass of 2023-J ean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Nathan Love, Mike Morse, Bud Schlinker; Class of 2024-

F rederica Kernohan, Tim Leigh,  Bobby Rabold, Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden; Class of 2025-Karol Kirby Ahmed, 

Buzz E nglish, Pamela Napier, J ulia Roberts, J ulie Wedge   Deacons: Class of 2023-Kim Ferguson, Kathy Higgins, 

Annette Parkerson, J udy Whitson; Class of 2024-Trudy Burkeen, E van Goad, Linda Leigh, Catherine Reber, Susan 

Thomison; C lass of 2025-Craig Long, Teri Polen, E rnie Small, Dan S telling, F red Trickey 

January Birthdays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 4 

 Robert Dickey, Jr. 

 Harvey Johnston 

January 5 

 Christine Burkeen 

January 6 

 Matt Hunt 

January 7 

 Eddie Solberg-Hale 

 Debbie Trickey 

January 8 

 Alisa Anderson 

 Les Pfahl 

 Margaret Stein 

January 11 

 Tom Moody 

 Ann Humphrey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 12 

 Jim Stites 

January 13 

 Julia Roberts 

 Miles Small 

January 14 

 Benjamin Crocker 

January 15 

 Page Beard 

     Paul Clark 

January 16 

 Duffy Hayes 

January 17 

 Madalene Chandler 

 Chris Davenport 

January 18 

 Mame Stone 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 19 

 David Rabold 

January 20 

 Rick Larson 

     William Moore 

January 21 

     Joyce Ann Spiceland 

January 25  

 Blake Moran 

January 28 

 Benjamin Davenport 

January 30 

 Evan Goad 

 Joe McFarland 

 Katie Thomison 

January 31 

 Stone Begley 

 Nick Johnson 
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Please check our 60-Second email and bulletin announcements regularly.  In our present  

circumstances, scheduled events often change.  Take care and stay safe! 

January Calendar 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1           New Year’s Day 
 

8:30am Fellowship 
9:00am Sunday 

School 
10:30am Worship 
  

2 

9:00am 

GOD/DOG 

Is Love 
  

Office closed  

3 

9:30am Chair Yoga 

11:00am Special Care 

2:00pm Staff Meeting 

7:00pm Deacons 

4 
7:00am B’fast 

Group 
5:00pm Chancel 

Choir 
  

5 

6:00pm  DRITI 

7:00pm  

Neighborhood 

Group 
  

6 
7:30am Men’s 

Breakfast 

Group 
  

7 
  

8 
8:30am Fellowship 
9:00am Sunday 

School 
10:00am  

Children’s Music 
10:30am Worship 
5:00pm Youth 

9 

9:00am 

GOD/DOG 

Is Love 
  

10 

9:30am Chair Yoga 

11:00am Special Care 

11:30am Lions’ Club 

2:00pm Staff Meeting 

7:00pm Sunny 16 

11 
7:00am B’fast 

Group 
5:00pm Chancel 

Choir 
  

12 

  

11:30am–2:00 

Bellewood 

meeting 

  

6:00pm  DRITI 
  

13 
7:30am Men’s 

Breakfast 

Group 
  

14 
  

15 
8:30am Fellowship 
9:00am Sunday 

School 
10:00am  

Children’s Music 
10:30am Worship 
5:00pm Youth 

16 

9:00am 

GOD/DOG 

Is Love 

 

Office Closed 

for MLK Day  
  

17 

9:30am Chair Yoga 

11:00am Special Care 

12:00pm Finance Min. 
1:00pm CUICHM 
2:00pm Staff Meeting 

7:00pm Session 

18 
7:00am B’fast 

Group 
5:00pm Chancel 

Choir 
  

19 

8:30-10:00 

Bellewood 

meeting 

6:00pm  DRITI 
  

20 
7:30am Men’s 

Breakfast 

Group 
  

21 
  

22 
8:30am Fellowship 
9:00am Sunday 

School 
10:00am  

Children’s Music 
10:30am Worship 
5:00pm Youth 

23 

9:00am 

GOD/DOG 

Is Love 
  

24 

9:30am Chair Yoga 

11:00am Special Care 

11:30am Lions’ Club 

2:00pm Staff Meeting 
  

25 
7:00am B’fast 

Group 
5:00pm Chancel 

Choir 
  

26 

6:00pm  DRITI 
  

27 
7:30am Men’s 

Breakfast 

Group 
  

28 
  

29 
8:30am Fellowship 
9:00am Sunday 

School 
10:00am  

Children’s Music 
10:30am Worship 
5:00pm Youth -

away 

30 

9:00am 

GOD/DOG 

Is Love 
  

31 

9:30am Chair Yoga 

11:00am Special Care 

2:00pm Staff Meeting 
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The full -color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.  

January 15 is the deadline for the February 2023  

newsletter. Please send your information to the  

church office at info@bgpres.org  

 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington                                                 Pastor 

Thomas N. Moody                          Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Terry Johnson                                        Financial Administrator 

Wayne Pope                                                    Choir Director 

Youth Ministries                                                       David Clarke 

Steve Moore                                                           Treasurer 

Cheryl Gregory                                                   Secretary 

Emily Chambers                                 Children’s Music Director 

Kimberly Watkins             Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Cedric Whitney                                                             Custodian 

Tim Leigh                                                            Clerk of Session 

Emily Chambers                                  Children’s Music Director 

Sara Parkerson                                                     Sunday Sexton  


