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Pastor’s Column

There is an unsubstantiated rumor that Ray Kinsella may have been a
Presbyterian. You remember Ray! He lived on a corn farm in Dyersville, lo-
wa. However, he seemed less interested in corn than in baseball. He even
turned some of his cornfield into a baseball diamond, because he heard a
voice urging him: “If you build it, he will come...” A Field of Dreams was creat-
ed, and the ghosts of baseball greats, most especially Shoeless Joe Jack-
son, mysteriously emerged from the corn to play baseball.

The unsubstantiated rumor about Ray being a Presbyterian is based on:
1. Ray’s strong spiritual side; after all, he hears a mysterious and authorita-
tive voice, and he responds with something like faithful action. 2. Ray has an
affection for the past. 3. Ray Kinsella believes in redemption. The ball players
who come out of the corn are all former members of the Chicago White Sox
who cheated in the 1919 World Series. They are tormented by their decision,
and the Field of Dreams gives them a chance to play for the love of the game
again. 4. The voice in Ray’s head makes the same kind of promise as that on
which many Presbyterians base their evangelism. Presbyterians imagine that
folks will just show up at church, like disgraced baseball players pushing
aside corn stalks, leaves, and tassels and walking onto the field.

If you build it, or if the church is already constructed, they will come.
People seeking faith and redemption will just come. Presbyterians imagine
this, but it happens less and less frequently. If you have an acceptable
preacher, an excellent music program, an engaging Children’s Church for
young disciples, and an inviting, welcoming nursery—they will come!

We look out on the cornfield, but the only movement among the corn is the
wind.

People come to church because they expect to see their friends. If you
have friends, you may be an evangelist; but you’'ve got to invite them. People
come to church because the church has programs that meet needs. If you
feel the benefit of our seasonal Wednesday Night Dinners, or our Fellowship
events, such as the Pig Pickin’ you could be an evangelist; but you’ve got to
tell people about what's happening. There is a great opportunity coming:
The Sunset Jazz concert on September 30". If you have a personal story
about feeling God’s blessing, or finding spiritual comfort, or having your heart
lifted in worship you could be an evangelist; but you’ve got to figure out how
to tell your story. If God has come into your life, if following Christ has made
you better person, if small hopes translate into eternal hope, you could be an
evangelist; but you've got to bring your personal experience to words.
If you're happy and you know it, you could clap your hands, or you could be
an evangelist by sharing the joy of what the Lord has done for you.

Actually, there isn’t a Presbyterian church in Dyersville, lowa. This puts the
kibosh on the rumor about Ray Kinsella. Not to worry. There are Presbyterian
churches in Cascade, Manchester, and Monticello, lowa. There are cornfields
too. Hey, you know? Something could happen...

Know you are loved.
Matthew




Christian Education |

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES & SPECIAL ENRICHMENT ﬁ\\
PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN:

COFFEE AND CONVERSATION CLASS y /) S
Reading Uncommon Ground

by Timothy Keller & John Inazu

CHRISTIAN THOUGHT CLASS
“Why Are Presbyterians Like That?”

PRESCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL
Children ages 3-5

GODLY PLAY SUNDAY SCHOOL
Children in kindergarten through 5™ grade

CHILDREN'S MUSIC PROGRAM

PRESCHOOL LEARNING CENTER

Children in kindergarten through 5" grade WiSH LisT
CHILDREN'S CHURCH The following items are things
Children ages 5 to 6™ grade, after the Passing of the Peace useful to our PLC, which has

just recently resumed classes
for the new school year:
Gallon jug of water
Goldfish snacks
3o0z. Bathroom cups

JUNIOR AND SENIOR HiGH SUNDAY SCHOOL
Young people in grades 6-12 meet in the Youth Room

Pretzels
SMALL GROUPS—stronger together, better together, Animal Crackers
and made to be together Napins
' Peanut butter crackers
Neighborhood Small Group - First Thursdays, 7:00 pm Cheese crackers
Chair Yoga Small Group - Tuesdays at 9:30am Crayons
God/Dog Is Love - Dog Walking - Mondays at 9:00am M_a_rkers
t Covington Woods Park Dlsmfecf[ant spray
a Baby Wipes

Eating Out Small Group - Sundays After Church
Women'’s Circles —
Circle 9 - Second Monday at 12:00pm
Sunday Morning Circle - Second Sunday at 9:30am
Wednesday Morning Circle - Second Wednesdays at 9:30am
Tuesday Evening Circle - Second Tuesday at 7:00pm
Wednesday Breakfast Group - Wednesdays at 7:00am
at Teresa’s Restaurant
Men’s Breakfast Group - Fridays at 7:30am at Lisa’s 5" Street Diner
The Bible and Bees - Meets periodically at Rob Byrd’s Farm
Joyful Noisemakers - Meets periodically at various local care centers
The Flock - (Prayer Shawl Ministry and Gloves of Love) meets quarterly
Presbyterian Cooking Club - During Advent and Lent in our Church Kitchen
Let's Play Bridge! — Bridge games at members’ homes
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Financial Summary

JULY 2023 < Budget
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Receipts Expenses

Many times we may forget what the Buck in the Basket contributions are for. Our missions
committee decides what to do with the monthly offering. We are to collect on the 2™ & 4t" weeks of the
month. During the month of September and December, we will have no collection.

Your continued support is appreciated for the following missions:

January — Gloves for Love/Housing Authority - $402.79 July — Habitat for Humanity - $489.04

February — Deacons Fund - $255.07 August — David's Room in the Inn
March & April — PLC Scholarship Fund - $717.17 September — No Collection

May — Montreat Conference Center - $413.85 October — Deacon's fund

June — David's Room in the Inn - $256.85 November— Angel Tree Meals

Elders: Class of 2024- Frederica Kernohan, Tim Leigh, Bobby Rabold, Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden; Class of
2025- Karol Kirby Ahmed, Buzz English, Pamela Napier, Julia Roberts, Julie Wedge Class of 2026- Pam Bratch-
er, Rachel Crocker, J.B. Hines, Susan Howard, Mike Kanan

Deacons: Class of 2024-Trudy Burkeen, Evan Goad, Linda Leigh, Catherine Reber, Susan Thomison; Class of
2025-Craig Long, Teri Polen, Ernie Small, Dan Stelling, Fred Trickey, Class of 2026- Kim Ferguson, Kathy
Higgins, Brianna Trickey
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Celebrate Tom!
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Please join us to honor and show appreciation
to Tom Moody for his 58 years of service
as Organist at the Presbyterian Church!

Sunday, September 24
at 11:30am in Fellowship Hall
Plan to come!

O@OU‘QQ
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CHILDREN’S MUSIC
practice resumes on Sunday
mornings at 10:00am on
September 10th. And we
welcome Beth Pope into the
role of Children’s Music
Director! We're glad to have
her as a part of our staff and
appreciate her sharing her
talents and skills with us
and our children.

OURPLC is back in
Session! Classes are 1/2
days, 2 days a week for

2, 3 and 4 year olds. If you

know someone who might
like to have a child attending.
Email the PLC director
Kimberly Watkins at
plcdirector@bgpres.org

THE PIG PICKIN’ picnic last month was wonderful, |+~ . & Ll sy
although with very hot weather! About 120 people . w ST
came out for great fellowship, food, and outdoor
worship. Many thanks to everyone who helped!
We are especially grateful to the Fellowship
Ministry; to Bud Schlinker; Susan, David, and
Bradley Thomison, Debbie and Fred Trickey;
Bobby Rabold, Frederica Kernonan, Roy Beard,
David Clark, our youth group, Terry Johnson, and
to the many others who helped out!

FOOD PANTRY NEWS We have been asked to work with the Bishop's Storehouse, which is part
of Latter Day Saints missions. They have offered us as much food as we can take for our pantry and room
in the inn. Fortunately, they have a warehouse in Hendersonville, TN, which is less than 45 miles from
Bowling Green. We would be required to go and pick up food about four times a year. Our Missions
Committee of the Deacons will be helping with this endeavor. If anyone else would like to help as needed,
please let Brianna Trickey or Terry Johnson in the office know.

Our deepest sympathy i s extende I 1
and friends of this church who Iy
To Christine Long 1in er
To the family of Anne
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CECELIA MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH - 4th Annual Fall Giveaway

The Fall Giveaway is coming soon! At our Spring giveaway, young people came looking for
sports equipment, musical instruments, tech of any kind, and bicycles. Household items and
clothing are also given away. If you have any items you would like to donate, or an idea where
we might acquire donations, please contact Lovelyn Williams at Cecelia church, 270/935-5110.
You may leave a message, or call her cell phone, 619/368-2103. We look forward to another
season of sharing with our community. — God bless, Lovelyn Williams

THE CHURCH OFFICE will be closed on Monday, September 4th in observance of Labor Day. We
will reopen on Tuesday.

THE NEWEST ART EXHIBIT in our Fellowship Hall gallery will feature a display of works by late
church member Myra Dwyer. Please stop in and view the art at your next visit to church.

The Preshyterian Church of Bowling Green
Peggy Pack Outreach Concert Series

presents

Suanset Jaz=z

featuring

Jazz West

Saturday, September 30th
5:30pm-7:30pm
SOoKY Marketplace

636 Center Street « Bowling Green, KY 42101
- Free and Open to the Public -

Food and beverage trucks on site.
Tables and chairs on site or bring your favorite lawn chair.
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YOUTH GROUP will kick off again September 10th with our Kick-off Party. We welcome anyone
in middle or high school to join us! If you would like more information about the event, please speak to
David Clarke.

We need your help providing meals for our youth group. A big part of our program involves having
dinner with the youth. We would love for you to bring a meal and join us for dinner some night. If you
are interested you can sign up on our website or speak to David Clarke.

Save the Date: Our Chili Cook-Off will be held on October 29th after the
service. More information to come.

Our Children's Church is continuing to meet during our worship service.

If you have any children 5-6th grade they are welcome to join us for that.

We leave and go to our children’s church room on the 2nd floor after the

Passing of the Peace during the service. Our lessons are built around ‘
the lectionary passage for that day. Speak to David Clarke for A

more information.

L Segtemberm

September 2 September 15 September 26
Doug Humphrey Kyda West Rachel Crocker
Russell Moore September 16 Ethan Elliott
Faye Patton Bruce Barrick Charles English, Sr.

September 4 Jean Carson September 29
Miriam Reber September 18 Jane Coverdale
Linda Skaggs Mary Hills September 30

September 7 September 19 Barbara Brindle
Lawrence Finley Cheryl Gregory Cary Beth Bowen
Elizabeth Nade September 20

September 10 Megan White
Keith Carwell September 21

September 12 Jeanne Shearer
Ryan Ballance September 25
Erin Ellington Kathryn Bigler

September 14 Helen Bueker
Steve Moore Sarah Mayfield
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tember Calen

Thu Fri Sat
1 2
7:30am Mends
Breakfast
Group
3 SN s 5 6 7 8 9
7: 00am BOoff ast 7:30am Mends
8:30am Fellowship 9:00am GOD/ |9:30am Chair Yoga Group Breakfast
9:15am Sunday School  [pOG 11:00am Special Care Group
10:30am Worship Is Love 2:00pm Staff 5:45pm Chancel 7:00pm
Labor Day - Meeting Chor Neighbor-
Closed hood
Group
10 1 12 13 14 15 16
8:30am Fellowship 9:30am Chair Yoga 7: 00am BOoff ast 7:30am Menss
9:15am Sunday School 19:00am GOD/  |11:00am Special Care  |Group Breakfast
10:30am Worship DOG 2:00pm Staff Group
12:00pm Is Love -
Eating Out Gp. Meeting 5:45pm Chancel
5:00pm Deacons Choir
5:00pm Youth Group 6:00pm Joint
Kickoff -away Of ficersd Mt|lg.
7:00pm Sunny 16
Camera Club
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
8:30am Fellowship 9:30am Chair Yoga 7: 00am BOoff ast 7: 30am NMatnMesls
9:15am Sunday School 19:00am GOD/  |11:00am Special Care  |Group Breakfast
gggam Worship DOG 12:00pm Finance Group
:UUpm Is Love .
Eating Out Gp. 1:00pm CUICHM 5:45pm Chancel (\
2:00pm Staff Choir >
5:00pm Youth Group Meeting
6:00pm Session /
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
8:30am Fellowship 9:30am Chair Yoga 7: 00am BOoff ast 7:30am Mends
9:15am Sunday School  |9:00am GOD/  [11:00am Special Care Group Breakfast
lOESOam Worship DOG 2:00pm Staff . Group
11:30am Reception for  ||s Love Meeting 5.45.pm Chancel 5:30pm
Tom Moody Choir
Jazz Fest
5:00pm Youth Group C 9 Q
% ~—
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The full -color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.
September 15 is the deadline for the October 2023
newsletter. Please send your information to the

church office at info@bgpres.org

The Presbyterian Church
Bowling Green, Kentucky
(270) 843-4707 www.bgpres.org

The Presbyterian Church Staff

Dr. Matthew W. Covington Pastor
Thomas N. Moody Organist, Pastoral Assistant
Terry Johnson Financial Administrator

Wayne Pope Choir Director
David Clarke Youth Ministries
Steve Moore Treasurer
Cheryl Gregory Secretary

Ki ly Watki ire€toy, Preschool Learning Center
Cgri Whit eyw NJ\ B‘ ‘ﬁ O{/ Custodian
A iny"l.gblf

| y ﬁ Clerk of Session
a Parkerson Sunday Sexton

Sound Attendant




