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 This is my last ñPastorôs Note.ò I think I have written 230 of these                
messages over the almost 21 years I have been your minister. It has               
been an honor to belong, in a covenantal way, to this congregation, and              
to write to you and speak with you in many settings and in many ways.               
Ann and I love the Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green.  
 

 Just now, it seems important to tell you how much I have felt cared-for, 
appreciated, and supported by the congregation. You welcomed me and my 
family in January 2003. You have helped me, and guided me, and worked 
with me on many projects since then. Together, we have done good things, 
and important things. 
 

 Iôm retiring because I think it will be good for the church. Our mission 
statement says that we share the vitality of Christ, loving, serving, and              
welcoming all. Iôm especially taken with the vitality piece in our statement.              
I hope my retirement will drive our vitality, as the church will need to invest 
its energies in some new ways. Itôs going to be a new day! 
 

 Our officers have met together several times recently.  Especially                
following on the insights returned to us in the Holy Cow! Congregational            
survey, we have asked ourselves some specific questions about our role 
and identity. One phrase that has emerged from these meetings is that               
ñwe are a church that feeds people.ò This can be an organizing principle as 
we live into the future. Think of all the ways we feed people now (the Pantry, 
the Thanksgiving meal, Room in the Inn, Invitations to the Community to 
Join us for Mealsé) Now think of what we may yet be able to do. Let          
We Feed People be a launching pad for many more good things to happen. 
 

 Leadership is so important. Weôve always had focused, strong, and wise 
leadership; leadership that makes communication a priority, and which            
communicates clearly; leadership that is determined but patient; humble 
enough to listen to us all; and willing to give credit where credit is due 
(mostly to the Holy Spirit of God).   
 

 Our congregation honors its traditions, and yet is still open to new ways of 
doing things. Effective leadership will be flexible and firm, glad for our herit-
age but glad to write new chapters together. 

 

 The next few months will reveal a lot about all of us. Weôve got a lot of 
which to be proud, and a lot to be looking forward to. 
 

 Know You Are Loved, 
 

                               Matthew 
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Church and Community  

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP 
 

Christmas Eve falls on a Sunday this year.  Morning           

worship will take place at 10:30am, and we will gather 

for Christmas Eve worship at 5:00pm that evening.   

This will be a service for all ages, and will include             

communion, music, and the lighting of  

candles at the end of worship. All are welcome!  

Bring family and friends and come celebrate  

the Christmas Joy! 

Christian Education  

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS IN ADVENTðTHE MUSICAL JOY  
OF ADVENT  Join us on Wednesday evenings of December 6, 13 
and 20 for an evening of fellowship and a soup supper, featuring  
a program on the Musical Joy of Advent. Dinner begins at 6:30pm 
each Wednesday evening. And please do let the office know if 
youôre coming, so we can plan for the meal! 
 
 
ADVENT SUNDAY SCHOOL  Come celebrate the JOY of this 

holiday season with our Advent Sunday School. We will meet all together in the fellowship hall 
at 9:30am Sunday mornings for a   scripture reading, singing of Christmas carols, a Christmas 
story, and crafts. Susan Howard will share The Legend of the Poinsettia on December 3. 
Breakfast treats will be available.  

 
LESSONS AND CAROLS 
December 10th at 10:30 am in the Sanctuary -  
A service of Lessons and Carols was first done in the late 
19th century but later made popular by King's College, 
Cambridge, who held their first service in 1918.  Readings 
and music are paired as we recall God's historic              
willingness to bless, and the fulfillment of blessing in the 
coming of Jesus Christ the Lord.   
Along with congregational singing and Advent Wreath Lighting, the music in this year's                
Lessons and Carols will feature the Chancel Choir, Children's Choir, Collegiate Singers and 
Dr. Nathanial Brown on organ in  a variety of beautiful and uplifting Christmas anthems,            
traditional carols, Christmas solos and instrumentals. Please join us! 
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Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members  
and friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones: 
 

To David Clarke in the death of his grandfather  

                                                                       Thomas Donnelly 

POINSETTIAS  Poinsettias are available for purchase this  
Christmas, given either in memory of departed loved ones, or in honor  
of someone special. A bulletin announcement page with a listing of gifts  
will be included with the Christmas Eve bulletin. Forms for poinsettia orders 
will be available in the church office or in the Sunday bulletins. Both should 
be returned to the church office by Monday, December 18th. Poinsettia  
orders are $18.00 each. You may call or email the information to the  
church office, or print and mail an order form.    
 

 
CAROLING OUTING 
Our Christmas Caroling date is set! Sing with us on Sunday,           
December 10th after the Lessons and Carols worship service. Mark 
your calendars and plan to join us! This fellowship event will be fun 
and festive as we go caroling in small groups at some of the local care 
homes, and visit those who are unable to come to worship.  A signup 
has been created for those whoôd like to help with the cookies we          
also take as gifts:    https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040A4DA9A82EA0FE3-46008617-caroling     

 
 
PRESBYTERIAN COOKING CLUB  Join The Presbyterian Cooking Club and help prepare a 
soup supper to be served before Wednesday evening Advent Programs on December 6, 13, 
and 20.  We will meet in the church kitchen at 4:00 p.m. to begin preparations. You can join 
The Presbyterian Cooking Club for as many sessions as fit your schedule. Call the church of-
fice or contact Mary Evans at maryameliaevans@gmail.com (270-791-7205) to express your 
interest. 
 
THE FLOCK (Prayer Shawl Ministry) will meet at the home of Margaret Stein (936 Covington 
Street) on Saturday, December 9 from 3-4 pm. We will enjoy nibbles and fellowship.                   
Bring your current project. Questions? Reach out to Margaret at 270-779-2579 or                        
margaret_f_stein@hotmail.com.  
 

LETôS PLAY BRIDGE  This new small group is planned for people who 
would like to play bridge for fun. Charlotte Prow is a certified bridge teacher and 
is offering to teach beginners as well as those wanting to improve their game.             
A study at the University of California found that playing bridge helps maintain 
mental sharpness and boosts the immune system. Fun social interactions,                
mental challenge, and health benefits--what could be better? Please let Mary  
Evans (270-791-7205) know if you would like to join this group. It begins meeting 
on Tuesdays at 2:00pm, on January 9

th
. Charlotte is ready to order the needed 

materials. 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A4DA9A82EA0FE3-46008617-caroling
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A4DA9A82EA0FE3-46008617-caroling
mailto:maryameliaevans@gmail.com
mailto:margaret_f_stein@hotmail.com
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OUR ANGEL TREE is up and we need your help providing for our family members 
on the tree. If you would like to take an angel to buy gifts, please sign beside the 
number on our signup sheet so we know every kid has been taken care of. Please 
ensure the gifts are wrapped and returned to the   office by December 14th with the 
angel attached so we can have them organised for delivery on the 16th. 
 

If you would like to help with our angel tree but aren't able to shop, donations are 
welcome and we can have people shop for you instead. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DAVIDôS ROOM IN THE INN has begun another winter            
season. We host every Thursday evening through mid-March. 
Signup sheets for volunteers are ready at the chapel landing.                       

Helpers will be needed for meals, setup and cleanup, innkeeping,  
dinner hosting, etc. You may sign up for only one, or for more than  

one Thursday in a slot. Everything helps!  
 
 

SATURDAY MEALS  The Christmas season is upon us.  Yea!    
We will be putting together the Saturday Meals Christmas boxes on Friday, December 15

th
 and 

Saturday December 16th.  We will deliver Christmas boxes on December 23
rd

 and the 30th.            
Volunteers are needed for all of those dates.  Weôll need packers on the 15

th
 and 16th.  We will 

need drivers and packers on December 23
rd

 and 30th. However, no one has volunteered so far.  
Please contact me if you can help in any capacity.   
The Presbyterian Church has been asked to provide 216 - 15 oz. cans of Green Peas for the 
Christmas food boxes.  I sent out a text earlier this month.  Can we please step up and fulfill this 
request?  Christmas is difficult for many people for many reasons. Let's make this the happiest 
season we can for all we can.  Thank you, guys, for being such stars in this program.  I look          
forward to working with you all in the coming year.  God bless. -- Lovelyn Williams  
ceceliamemorial1234@outlook.com; lovelynab@yahoo.com; 619-368-2103  
 
FOOD PANTRY  Our food pantry continues to assist on weekdays with food bags and small 
toiletries. By Thanksgiving weekend we had provided food assistance to 74 people or families. The 
church is planning to move our food closet to the larger space in the basement workroom, and that 

process has begun and will continue in the coming weeks. We will be able to better organize and 
store more items for packaging and distribution, to better help with the community need. 

 
GLOVES FOR LOVE  We are again collecting items for this yearôs Gloves for Love ministry! 

The weather is turning colder and our fence will soon be offering warm gloves, hats or scarves to 
community members in need. Please bring any items to the church office (with gloves pinned or 
bagged to keep pairs together.) Winter is almost here! 
 
 

Missions  

mailto:ceceliamemorial1234@outlook.com
mailto:lovelynab@yahoo.com
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Elders: 

Deacons:

Finance Ministry  

PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
At the congregational meeting on Sunday, November 12, 
2023, the following church members were elected to serve 
as the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) which will be 
responsible for finding our next minister. This committee is 
representative of the broad interests and abilities of our  
congregation. 
 
These dedicated servants will need prayers and support 
from the entire congregation for however long the search 
lasts. We thank them for being willing to commit to this  
important work. 

�i �� Mary Evans, Co-chair 

�i �� Julia Roberts, Co-chair 

�i �� Caroline Wedge 

�i �� Rachel Crocker 

�i �� Catherine Reber 

�i �� J. B. Hines 

�i �� B. Craig Long 

�i �� Larry Warden 

�i �� Youth Group Member (rotating) 


