Together in Christ. Artist: Taylor, Emma.

Service for the Lord’s Day

May 10, 2026
Sixth Sunday of Easter

Gathering Around the Word of Worship

Gathering Music Mike Kanan

Striking of the Hour

Prelude Nun freut euch lieben Christen gemein Michael Praetorius
transcr. Nathaniel Brown

Welcome

We Rise in Spirit and in Body
Call to Worship (responsive) 1 John 4:19-21
We love because he first loved us.

Those who say, “l love God,” and hate a brother or sister are liars, for those who do not love
a brother or sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen.

And he has given us this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their brother
and sister.

Opening Hymn 137 He Came Down HE CAME DOWN

Call to Confession




Prayer of Confession (unison)

Almighty God, your son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. So often we
love the things of this world more than we love the way to life. Forgive us for
seeking lesser things. Give us the grace to love one another, to follow in the way
of his commandments, and to share his risen life; who reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

A Silence is observed for Personal Confession

Confessional Hymn 518 Your Only Son LAMB OF GOD

Your only Son no sin to hide, but you have sent him from your side to walk upon this guilty
sod and to become the Lamb of God.

Refrain: O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God, | love the holy Lamb of God! O wash me
in his precious blood, my Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God.

| was so lost, | should have died, but you have brought me to your side to be led by your
staff and rod, and to be called a lamb of God. to Refrain
Declaration of Good News (responsive)

Hear this truth: We can love one another because we are loved by the God of love. Walk
in the way of love and experience life, and life abundant.

Thanks be to God.

Passing the Peace (responsive)
May the peace of Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.

A Time with Young Christians (children welcomed to the front of the sanctuary)

Hearing the Word

All Sit

Prayer for lllumination (unison)
Oh God, form the minds of your people into a single will. Make us love what you
command, and desire what you promise. Amid the changes of this world make our
hearts fixed where true joy is found- in a life found loving you and loving others.
Amen.

Old Testament Reading (responsive) Deuteronomy 10:12-21
So now, O Israel, what does the Lord your God require of you?

Only to fear the Lord your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and to keep the
commandments of the Lord and his decrees that | am commanding you today, for
your own well-being.

Although heaven and the heaven of heavens belong to the Lord your God, the earth with
all that is in it, yet the Lord set his heart in love on your ancestors alone and chose you,
their descendants after them, out of all the peoples, as it is today.

Circumcise, then, the foreskin of your heart, and do not be stubborn any longer.

For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and
awesome, who is not partial and takes no bribe, who executes justice for the orphan and
the widow, and who loves the strangers, providing them food and clothing. You shall also
love the stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt. You shall fear the Lord
your God; him you shall serve; to him you shall hold fast; and by his name you shall
swear. He is your praise; he is your God who has done for you these great and awesome
things that vour own eves have seen.




Anthem If You Love Me John Ness Beck

If you love me, keep my commandments. If you love me, heed my law. If you seek me,
you shall surely find me; if you search for me with all your heart.

All Stand
Gospel Reading John 13:33-34

“My children, | will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as | told
the Jews, so | tell you now: Where | am going, you cannot come. A new command | give
you: Love one another. As | have loved you, so you must love one another.”

All Sit
Sermon Three Words Larry Gildersleeve

Responding to the Word

All Stand
Response Hymn 300 We Are One in Spirit THEY’LL KNOW WE ARE CHRISTIANS

All Sit
Affirmation of Faith (unison) Confession of 1967

God’s sovereign love is a mystery beyond the reach of man’s mind. Human thought
ascribes to God superlatives of power, wisdom, and goodness. But God reveals
his love in Jesus Christ by showing power in the form of a servant, wisdom in the
folly of the cross, and goodness in receiving sinful men. The power of God’s love
in Christ to transform the world discloses that the Redeemer is the Lord and
Creator who made all things to serve the purpose of his love.

All Sit

Offering
Call to Offering

Offertory Hymn Rise Up and Call Her Blessed Pepper Choplin
Inspired by Proverbs 31:25-31

Her words are good and kind, she feeds the heart and mind as she lives to share God'’s
wisdom with her young. To teach them what to do, what is good and what is true, she is
faithful to her work that’s never done.

Refrain: Rise up and call her blessed, rise up and show your love. Give thanks to the
mother, give thanks to God above. Through the years, through the tears, as she offers
them her best, the children of a faithful mother are blessed.

More precious than a pearl, her life will bless the world as she cares for her children day
by day. Though her days of work are long, by the Lord, she is made strong as she lives
to raise a family of faith. to Refrain

Let her children rise in praise to bless her all her days for gratitude is a wonderful reward.
And when all is said and done, through her battles lost and won, we can say she was
faithful to the Lord. to Refrain

All Stand
Doxology DOXOLOGY

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.




Prayer of Thanksgiving (unison)

God of abundant life, we praise you for a love that is too deep and too wide for us
to fully know. Accept these offerings as gifts of love, and guide us in the work of
love and justice that you have called your church to. By your grace, do
immeasurably more with these offerings and with our lives than we can ask or
imagine in our church, in our community, and in our world. Amen.

All Sit

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
A Moment of Silence

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World

All Stand
Closing Hymn 754 Help Us Accept Each Other BARONITA

Benediction

Postlude Christ lag in Todesbanden, verse 5 Samuel Scheidt




Sermon Notes




Announcements

USHERS: Polen and Thomison families

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE Sammy Del Rey, Blake Miller, Keelin Murrell, Mack Overfelt,
and Johnna Smith

LAY READER: Lilly Hunter

MEDIA PERSONNEL.: Laura Parkerson

NURSERY: Yamilet Bruno Sanchez

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY MAY 17: Acts 1:6-14; Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35; 1 Peter 4:12—
14; 5:6-11; John 17:1-11

TODAY

DEACON OF THE WEEK this week will be Kim Ferguson. Deacons assist the Pastor in
caring for our congregation. You may contact them through the church office: 270-843-4707.

BUCK IN A BASKET for today will go to support the Montreat Conference Center. Buck in
a Basket Offering is a weekly opportunity to consider contributing during the offering for a
particular mission not included in our regular budget.

THE AFTER CHURCH EATING OUT GROUP will NOT meet today and will reconvene on
May 17. They will meet at Sankalp Restaurant, 110 Orange Ct. (behind Zaxby's on
Scottsville Road). Come join us! This group is for people who like to go out to eat after
church and enjoy visiting with others. We hope you can join us for delicious food and great
conversation!

CONGRATULATIONS to Collegiate Ensemble members Mack Overfelt and Keelin Murrell

on their graduation from Western Kentucky University this spring. Mack earned the Bachelor
of Music in Voice Performance degree. Keelin earned the Bachelor of Music in Education
degree. Both graduates were honored by being chosen to be Commencement soloists,
leading our National Anthem and College Heights (WKU Alma Mater).

OTHER NEWS

NEIGHBORHOOD GROUP Neighborhood Small Group will meet this Monday, May 11, at
7:00 p.m. at Julia Robert's home. They will visit, share a devotional, pray for others, and do
a project together. They welcome you to join them.

SPRING GIVEAWAY Cecelia Memorial will be taking donations for the upcoming 7th
Annual Spring Giveaway at 716 College Street. They will be accepting anything from
clothing to household items to toys. This event will take place this Saturday, May 16 from
9:00 a.m-1:00 p.m. Call or Text Lovelyn Williams at 619-368-2103 if you have or donation
or questions regarding the event. Thank you for your help in advance.

HUNGER FREE BG would like for you to join them at the Capitol, 416 E. Main Street, on
May 19, from 6:30-8:00 p.m. for this important event to learn more about hunger, and how
to we can work together to create a more equitable and food-secure future. Event highlights
include: Documentary screening, panel discussion, and community engagement
opportunities.

LANE CELEBRATION will take place on Sunday, May 31 at 12:00 p.m. after worship
service in Fellowship Hall. Please come join us for this joyful celebration to warmly welcome
our new pastor, Rev. Patrick Lane and his wife, Rev. Brittany Lane, as they begin their
ministry with us, and to surround them with love, support, and gratitude as they join our
church family. This will be a Bowling Green/Kentucky themed Potluck.




OUR NEW DIRECTORY—You can now access our church directory through an app on your
T cell phone or tablet. Just scan the QR code to go directly to the
":ﬁ' @ app to download it on your phone or tablet. Once you download
“-.E""F“‘" the app, you will be directed to search for the directory of The
ﬁ Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green. Just use your email
“*! address to gain entry to our directory (you must have your email
address that is in the directory to gain access).

@ Android

LAY READERS NEEDED FOR MAY/JUNE A signup page is online for lay oo
readers in the coming weeks. If you are willing to serve one Sunday, please

scan the QR code to visit this link and sign up for a date. Lay reader information

will be emailed on the Friday prior to the date. Thank Youl!




WELCOME VISITORS!

We invite you to pick up visitor’s information on your way out, either in the narthex or on the table
on the right in the downstairs entrance hall. Ushers will be standing by to help you find them.
Always know that a cordial greeting is extended by the minister, officers, and congregation.

Clerk of Session: Debbie Trickey

Treasurer: Steve Moore

Elders: Class of 2026- Pam Bratcher, Rachel Crocker, Claire Ellington, J.B. Hines, Susan Howard,
Mike Kanan; Class of 2027-Sam Evans, Nathan Love, Susan Thomison, Debbie Trickey, Larry
Warden; Class of 2028-Clark Carthrae, Buzz English, Julia Roberts, Julie Wedge; Deacons: Class
of 2026-Phil Burkeen, Kim Ferguson, Kathy Higgins, Laura Parkerson, Dan Stelling, Brianna
Trickey; Class of 2027-Trudy Burkeen, Georgeanna Capito, Sally Calkins, Nancy Carwell, Evan
Goad, Frederica Kernohan; Class of 2028-Nancy English, Sharon Hendrix, Jan Morgan, and

Margaret Stein.

The Presbyterian Church Staff

Rev. Patrick Lane
Mprs. Lilly Hunter

Dr. Wayne Pope

Mprs. Beth Pope

Dr. Nathaniel Brown
Mprs. Terry Johnson
Mr. Steve Moore

Mprs. Robin Watkins Tolbert
Ms. Kimberly Watkins
Mpr. Cedric Whitney
Mprs. Debbie Trickey
Ms. Laura Parkerson

Pastor

Director of Student Ministries
Director of Music/Chancel Choir Director
Children’s Music Director

Organist

Financial Administrator

Treasurer

Office Coordinator

Director, Preschool Learning Center
Custodian

Clerk of Session

Sound Attendant/Sunday Sexton

Visit Our Church Website: https./bgpres.org

Donate Online: The church website,
https.//bgpres.org/qive,accepts online donations.
Just go to our website, https:/bgpres.org/give, and
fill out the simple form. Donations can also be made
from your smart phone. You may also scan this QR
code:

Calendar

Sunday, May 10-HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY
9:15 a.m. Sunday School Gathering
9:15 a.m. Children’s Music
9:30 a.m. Sunday School Starts
9:30 a.m. Sunday Morning Circle
9:45 a.m. Godly Play

10:30 a.m. Worship
5:00 p.m. Youth Group- Hiking Shanty
Hollow

Monday, May 11
9:00 a.m.

9:00 a.m. Circle 9
7:00 p.m. Neighborhood Group

Tuesday, May 12
8:00 a.m. The Presbytery Meeting

(Paducah)

Special Care

Inspirational Meditation
7:00 p.m. Sunny 16 Camera Club
7:00 p.m. Tuesday Evening Circle

Wednesday, May 13
7:00 a.m. Breakfast Group
9:30 a.m. Wed. Morning Young Mothers

and Others Circle

Chancel Choir

Worship Ministry Meeting

GOD/DOG is Love

11:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

5:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
Friday, May 15
7:30 a.m.

Saturday, May 16
9:00 a.m. 7t Annual Spring Giveaway-
Cecelia Memorial

Men’s Breakfast Group

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101
270-843-4707 « www.bgpres.org

Pastor Patrick Lane « Patrick.Lane@bgpres.orq * 364-999-4885



http://www.bgpres.org/
mailto:Patrick.Lane@bgpres.org
https://bgpres.org/give
https://bgpres.org/give

