
 
 

 

 

Service  for  the  Lord’s  Day 

Youth Sunday 
 

May 17, 2026 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 

 

Gathering Around the Word of Worship 
 

Gathering Music                        Ruth Brown 
 

Striking of the Hour                  Everly Compton 

Choral Introit        God Is Gone Up, Alleluia 
                          Paule C. Van Dyke 

God is gone up with a merry noise, And the Lord 
with the sound of the trumpet! Alleluia!   O sing, 
sing praises unto God. Sing praises unto our King 
who ascended into heaven. God is gone up, 
Alleluia!                           
 
 

 
 
 

    Women at the Grave of Christ and Ascension of Christ 
      Ivory; Milan or Rome, c. 400 AD. 

 

Welcome 
 

We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call to Worship (responsive)        

Easter people, we gather today to remember Christ’s Ascension, when Jesus was taken 
up into heaven while blessing his disciples, marking not the end, but the next chapter of 
God’s salvific work among us. 

We come to bless God with our praise as God continues to bless us with all that we 
need to live as God’s Resurrection people. Thanks be to God! 

 

Opening Hymn 263        All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name            CORONATION 
 

Call to Confession 
 

Prayer of Confession (unison)                                              Book of Common Worship 

Almighty God, you have raised Jesus from death to life, and crowned him Lord of all. 
We confess that we have not bowed before him, or acknowledged his rule in our lives. 
We have gone along with the ways of the world, and failed to give him glory. Forgive us, 
and raise us from sin, that we may be your faithful people, obeying the commands of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who rules the world and is head of the church, his body. Amen.  

A Silence is observed for Personal Confession 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Confessional Hymn 518                   Your Only Son                              LAMB OF GOD 

Your only Son no sin to hide, but you have sent him from your side to walk upon this guilty 
sod and to become the Lamb of God. 

Refrain: O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God, I love the holy Lamb of God! O wash me in his 
precious blood, my Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. 

I was so lost, I should have died, but you have brought me to your side to be led by your staff 
and rod, and to be called a lamb of God. to Refrain 

 

Declaration of Good News (responsive)                                     

Hear the good news: Christ is ascended to sit at the right hand of God-but he has not left 
us alone. The Holy Spirit leads, guides, and loves us as we are his witnesses in the world. 
We are an indwelled people indeed!  

Thanks be to God. 

Passing the Peace (responsive) 

May the peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Children’s Hymn                       Jesus in the Morning                                   TRADITIONAL 

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus in the morning, Jesus at the noon time 

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus when the sun goes down! 

Love Him… 

Serve Him… 
 

A Time with Young Christians (children welcomed to the front of the sanctuary) 
 

Hearing the Word 
 

All Sit 

Prayer for Illumination (unison)                 

O God, your Son Jesus prayed for his disciples when he sent them into the world 
to proclaim the kingdom. By your Holy Spirit, illumine our hearts, keep us faithful 
to the Word read and proclaimed, and help us to be faithful doers of the Word, just 
as those first disciples were. Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading (responsive)                                                      Psalm 68:5-8,32-35 

Father of orphans and protector of widows   is God in his holy habitation. God gives the 
desolate a home to live in; he leads out the prisoners to prosperity, but the rebellious live 
in a parched land. O God, when you went out before your people,  when you marched 
through the wilderness, the earth quaked, the heavens poured down rain    at the presence 
of God, the God of Sinai, at the presence of God, the God of Israel.  

Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; sing praises to the Lord, O rider in the 
heavens, the ancient heavens; listen, he sends out his voice, his mighty voice. 
Ascribe power to God, whose majesty is over Israel and whose power is in the 
skies. Awesome is God in his sanctuary, the God of Israel; he gives power and 
strength to his people. Blessed be God! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Anthem              Christ Is Risen, Christ Is Living                     Austin C. Lovelace 

Christ is risen, Christ is living, dry your tears, be unafraid. Death and darkness could not 
hold him, nor the tomb in which he lay. Do not look among the dead for one who lives 
forevermore; tell the world that Christ is risen, make it known he goes before. If the Lord 
had never risen, we’d have nothing to believe; But his promise can be trusted: “You will 
live, because I live.” As we share the death of Adam, so in Christ we live again; death 
has lost its sting and terror, Christ the Lord has come to reign. Death has lost its old 
dominion, let the world rejoice and shout. Christ the firstborn of the living gives us life 
and leads us out. Let us thank our God, who causes hope to spring up from the ground. 
Christ is risen, Christ is giving life eternal, life profound. 

All Stand  

New Testament Reading                                     Acts 1:6-14 

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will 
restore the kingdom to Israel?”  He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods 
that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were watching, he 
was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were  
gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, 
“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been 
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 
heaven.” Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 
Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they went to 
the room upstairs where they were staying: Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, 
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James, son of Alphaeus, and Simon the 
Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were constantly devoting themselves to 
prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his 
brothers. 

All Sit 

Sermon                   Be the Witness                        Laura Parkerson & Claire Ellington 
 

Responding to the Word 
 

All Stand  

Response Hymn  700       Live So God Can Use Me          IM GONNA LIVE 

All Sit 

Affirmation of Faith (unison)                                              Apostles Creed 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus Christ his 

only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into 
hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come 
to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 
Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the 
body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Minute for Mission       Presbyterian Scholarship Fund 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

All Sit 

Offering 
Call to Offering 

 

Offertory Hymn            Grandfather Dance, Variations on a Folk Song      
Boris Kremenliev, Berkovich 

 

All Stand 

Doxology                                                              DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving (unison) 

Almighty God, with abundance upon abundance, you have seen to our needs. 
Throughout this Easter season we have seen you at work in our midst. You are the 
God who is in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the ends of the earth. There is 
nowhere we can go that you are not already there. Thank you for going before us, 
and for preparing good works for us to do in the world around us. Bless us as we 
seek opportunities to do that good work this week. Amen. 

All Sit 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  
A Moment of Silence 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 
 

All Stand 
Closing Hymn 726     Will You Come and Follow Me        KELVINGROVE 
  
Benediction     

         
Postlude                              Christ lag in Todesbanden, verse 4                     Samuel Scheidt                      

 

.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Sermon Notes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Announcements 
 

USHERS: Lincoln & Everly Compton, Kenny & Charlotte Crocker, Jake Ellington, and 
Polen & Thomison families 
COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE Sammy Del Rey, Blake Miller, Keelin Murrell, Mack Overfelt, 

and Johnna Smith 
LAY READER: Millie Davenport 
MEDIA PERSONNEL: Sarah Parkerson  
NURSERY: Yamilet Bruno Sanchez  
 
LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY MAY 24: Acts 2:1–21 or Numbers 11:24–30; Psalm 104:24–
34, 35b; 1 Corinthians 12:3b–13 or Acts 2:1–21; John 20:19–23 or John 7:37–39 
 

TODAY 
 
DEACON OF THE WEEK this week will be Kathy Higgins. Deacons assist the Pastor in 

caring for our congregation. You may contact them through the church office: 270-843-4707. 
 

BUCK IN A BASKET for today will go to support the Montreat Conference Center. Buck in 
a Basket Offering is a weekly opportunity to consider contributing during the offering for a 
particular mission not included in our regular budget. 
 

THE AFTER CHURCH EATING OUT GROUP will meet at Sankalp Restaurant, 110 Orange 
Ct. (behind Zaxby's on Scottsville Road). Come join us! This group is for people who like to 
go out to eat after church and enjoy visiting with others. We hope you can join us for delicious 
food and great conversation! 
 

OTHER NEWS 
 

HUNGER FREE BG would like for you to join them at the Capitol, 416 E. Main Street, on 
May 19, from 6:30-8:00 p.m. for this important event to learn more about hunger, and how  
we can work together to create a more equitable and food-secure future. Event highlights 
include: Documentary screening, panel discussion, and community engagement 
opportunities. 
 

LANE CELEBRATION Our Lane Celebration is coming up on Sunday, May 31, at 12:00 
p.m. after worship service in Fellowship Hall, and we’d love for you to be part of the potluck. 
This event is all about fellowship and sharing great food together with Rev. Patrick and wife, 
Rev. Brittany Lane. Your presence—and your dish—will make it even more special. If you 
haven’t signed up yet, please take a moment to scan the QR code to add your 
name to the Bowling Green/Kentucky themed dish you plan to bring. Every 
contribution matters, but what really counts most is having you there to warmly 
welcome them as they begin their ministry with us. Thank you in advance for 
helping make this celebration warm, welcoming, and delicious. We can’t wait 
to see you. 
 

SOUPER BOWL Thanks to the generosity of our members and friends, the funds raised 
($1242.50) through the Souper Bowl have been designated to support CUICHM in tackling 
the root cause of food insecurities, including rising utility costs. This support strengthens the 
systems that help families thrive. These funds will empower CUICHM to respond with 
compassion and strategy, ensuring families don’t have to choose between keeping the lights 
on and putting food on the table. 
 
 



 
 

OUR DIRECTORY—You can now access our church directory through an app on your cell 
phone or tablet. Just scan the QR code to go directly to the app 
to download it on your phone or tablet. Once you download the 
app, you will be directed to search for the directory of The 
Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green. Just use your email 
address to gain entry to our directory (you must have your email 
address that is in the directory to gain access). 

 
SAVE THE DATE VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL Join us for Wild and Wonder VBS on June 
7-10! This is a collaborative VBS with the downtown churches, hosted by Christ Episcopal 
Church, located at 1215 State Street. Children will be invited to delight in God as creator, 
redeemer, and sustainer of all living things by immersing them in the wonders of the created 
world. A registration form is now available online for participants. Please scan the QR Code 
below to sign up your child(ren). 
If you are interested in volunteering for VBS, please scan the QR code below to visit the link 
to sign up, or you can see Lilly Hunter in the church office for more information. Flyers to 
invite friends and neighbors will be available in the church office.   
   

Please scan this QR Code to sign up your child(ren) for the 2026 Vacation Bible 
School. 

  
  

Please scan this QR Code if you would like to volunteer for the 2026 Vacation 
Bible School  
  
 

LAY READERS NEEDED FOR MAY/JUNE A signup page is online for lay 
readers in the coming weeks. If you are willing to serve one Sunday, please 
scan the QR code to visit this link and sign up for a date. Lay reader information 
will be emailed on the Friday prior to the date.  Thank You! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

WELCOME VISITORS! 
We invite you to pick up visitor’s information on your way out, either in the narthex or on the table 

on the right in the downstairs entrance hall.  Ushers will be standing by to help you find them. 
Always know that a cordial greeting is extended by the minister, officers, and congregation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                        The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 

270-843-4707  •   www.bgpres.org   
 

Pastor Patrick Lane  •  patrick.lane@bgpres.org  •  364-999-4885 

Pastor 

Director of Student Ministries 

Director of Music/Chancel Choir Director 

Children’s Music Director  

Organist 

           Rev. Patrick Lane 

Mrs. Lilly Hunter 

      Dr. Wayne Pope 

                 Mrs. Beth Pope 

     Dr. Nathaniel Brown  

Financial Administrator      Mrs. Terry Johnson 

Treasurer       Mr. Steve Moore 

Office Coordinator Mrs. Robin Watkins Tolbert 

Director, Preschool Learning Center   Ms. Kimberly Watkins 

Custodian                                                                      Mr. Cedric Whitney  

Clerk of Session 

Sound Attendant/Sunday Sexton                                                

        Mrs.  Debbie Trickey    

Ms. Laura Parkerson 

        

 

 

 

 

 
Visit Our Church Website: https://bgpres.org 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

 
Calendar 

 

 Sunday, May 17 
      9:15 a.m.       Sunday School Gathering 
      9:15 a.m.        Children’s Music 
      9:30 a.m.        Sunday School Starts 
      9:45 a.m.        Godly Play 
    10:30 a.m.         Worship-Youth Sunday 
      2:00 p.m.         PLC Closing Celebration 

    Monday, May 18 
        9:00 a.m.        GOD/DOG is Love 
        5:30 p.m.        Christian Ed. Ministry Meeting 
    Tuesday, May 19 
      11:00 a.m.        Special Care 
      12:00 p.m.        Inspirational Meditation 
        6:00 p.m.        Session Meeting 
    Wednesday, May 20 
        7:00 a.m.      Breakfast Group 
        5:00 p.m.        Chancel Choir  

Friday, May 22 
 7:30 a.m.        Men’s Breakfast Group 

   
 
 

    
    
    
    
   

   
 
  
  
       

 
 

      
 

Clerk of Session: Debbie Trickey      Treasurer: Steve Moore 
Elders: Class of 2026- Pam Bratcher, Rachel Crocker, Claire Ellington, J.B. Hines, Susan Howard, 
Mike Kanan; Class of 2027-Sam Evans, Nathan Love, Susan Thomison, Debbie Trickey, Larry 
Warden; Class of 2028-Clark Carthrae, Buzz English, Julia Roberts, Julie Wedge; Deacons: Class 
of 2026-Phil Burkeen, Kim Ferguson, Kathy Higgins, Laura Parkerson, Dan Stelling, Brianna 
Trickey; Class of 2027-Trudy Burkeen, Georgeanna Capito, Sally Calkins, Nancy Carwell, Evan 
Goad, Frederica Kernohan; Class of 2028-Nancy English, Sharon Hendrix, Jan Morgan, and 
Margaret Stein.  
 

Donate Online: The church website, https://bgpres.org/give,accepts online donations. Just go 

to our website, https://bgpres.org/give, and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be made 

from your smart phone.  You may also scan this QR code:   

http://www.bgpres.org/
mailto:patrick.lane@bgpres.org
https://bgpres.org/give
https://bgpres.org/give

