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 The Moment  
AT THE CORNER OF 10TH AND STATE 
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I had a random thought, maybe a small, divinely inspired thought. The thought: 
“October is really quite a holy month”. This thought rolled through my head, and then 
rolled back through. Suddenly, it started to simmer and I started to think more and 
more about it. Now, I’ve come to agree with this thought. Give me a chance to explain 
[and hopefully you’ll have some thoughts we can talk about together!  
October’s first Sunday is World Communion Sunday. World Communion Sunday 
(originally called World Wide Communion Sunday) originated in the Presbyterian 

overseas. From the beginning, it was planned so that other denominations could make use of it, and after 
a few years, the idea spread beyond the 

endorsed World Communion Sunday and helped promote it to 
churches worldwide. Today, United Methodist, Disciples of Christ, and many other reformed churches join on 
the 1st Sunday of October to celebrate the unity that is found around Christ’s table throughout the world, no 
matter where or who. That’s how October begins, with unity around a table - a holy and Christ-like practice, if I 
do say so myself.  

And it’s not just the beginning of the month that has a holy focus; the whole season carries something 
sacred in it. This is the month when creation itself starts to change—leaves turn colors before they fall, the air 
finally (maybe) begins to cool, the daylight grows shorter and the sun doesn’t rise quite as high in the sky. The 
fall season can seem like nothing but decline, a slow journey toward winter. But Scripture doesn’t treat change 
as the opposite of holiness, or something to be feared. Rather, God works in all seasons, in turning, in the slow 
give-and-take of things ending so other things can begin. Fall reminds us that transformation itself can be holy, 

present in the season. God is there as creation changes. God is there in the people who stand with us and 
comfort us in change and through transformation. That to me is part of what makes October holy: not just the 

clearing of the fields. For all of it leads us into the next day, the next page of the book.  
October ends with Halloween, which comes to us from its original wording ‘All Hallows Eve’.  “All Hallows’ Eve,”  
falls the night before All Saints’ Day. All Saints Day has been celebrated for centuries, as the Church sets aside 
November 1 [and oftentimes the first Sunday of November] to remember those faithful men and women 

reflection. While cultural practices around this night have changed over the years, the Christian foundation can 
remain as Halloween is not something “outside” of our faith but historically tied to it. Even themes associated 
with Halloween, such as death, darkness, and mystery, have a place in our faith. The gospel proclaims light 

skeletons, tombstones, or spooky imagery in the coming spooky season, we can be reminded of Paul’s words 
in 1 Corinthians 15: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.” For Christ has triumphed where fear once stood.  
That's the random thought that simmered until I landed here: October really is quite a holy month. Now, maybe 
you do too. Maybe you don’t. But I hope that as we journey forth through the next 31 days, you’ll see God in the 
trees, in the fields, and even in a kid wearing a costume. Now, throughout the month and beyond, may the 
LORD bless you and keep you! May the LORD deal kindly and graciously with you! May the LORD bestow His 
favor upon you and grant you peace! (Numbers 6:24-26, Birkat Kohanim = priestly blessing) 
 

Pastor Patrick 
*Front cover photo description:  Habitat for Humanity Brunch Potluck on September 20-photos provided by Susan Thomison 
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FINANCE 

OFFICE VOLUNTEER(S) NEEDED 
Robin will be on vacation from October 9–19, and during that time the office staff is 

Monday, October 19 ( . If you a
willingness to serve en-

sures our office continues running smoothly, and we truly appreciate your support. 

Clerk of Session: Debbie Trickey      Treasurer: Steve Moore 

English, Julia 
Trickey; Class 

of 2027-Trudy Burkeen, Georgeanna Capito, Sally Calkins, Nancy Carwell, Evan Goad, Frederica Kernohan; 
Class of 2028-Nancy English, Sharon Hendrix, Jan Morgan, and Margaret Stein.  
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2026 ADVENT DEVOTIONAL BOOK 
 
ADVENT DEVOTIONAL BOOK FOR 2026 Michelle Fluit and Erika Solberg 

Christmas. The sign-up sheet is available on the landing outside the chapel. 
The theme this year is “Until the Dawn.”  After you sign-up for a verse, you will 
share a personal message or what this verse means to 

solberg770@gmail.com. For 
more information, a list of passages to choose from, and guidance on how to 
write a devotional, see the church website or contact Erika at the above email 
or at 270-202-5149.  

TRUNK OR TREAT We’re excited to announce that the Housing Authority of BG, First Christian 

October 28 at  5:30 p.m. in the First Christian Church parking lot! 

lemonade. Can't make it? Bring a bag of candy to the office for others to give out! We 
will have games, inflatables, face painting, photo booth, dinner, and more for Housing 
Authority residents and church members. Contact the church office at 270-843-4707 
or Lilly.Hunter@bgpres.org for more information. Scan the QR code to sign up!   
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 Get ready for an evening filled with joy, laughter, and community spirit! Our Community Hoedown will take 
place on Friday, October 16 in Fellowship Hall, and everyone is invited to join in the fun. This event is 
Sponsored by The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green, and is open to the entire community—whether 

you’re an experienced dancer or stepping onto the dance floor for the very first time. 

Expect an evening packed with plenty of energy. We want you to come out 

and enjoy: 

•Toe tapping live music that will lift your spirits 
 

•Line dancing for all skill levels 
 

•Good food shared among friends and neighbors 
 

 
Dinner will be served at 5:30 p.m. with line dance lessons at 6:00 p.m. We asking attendees to bring a side 
dish. We warmly encourage all church members, families, and friends to come out and celebrate an evening 

of fellowship. Let’s gather, dance, and enjoy the gift of community together. 

tel:(270)%20843-4707
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 THANK YOU 
 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY WORK DAY-Thank you for supporting the mission of af-
fordable housing for all.  On Wednesday, August 19, a dozen volunteers from The 
Presbyterian 

Habitat, as it was a 
home for a core volunteer who became a home-
owner.  After the passing of this beautiful friend, the 

assist in 
the final cleaning of the home. 

 

JOIN US FOR SCHEDULED CHURCH POTLUCKS! Please note that several of these gatherings 
will take place outside of our usual Sunday‑morning and afternoon schedule, giving us even more 

chances to connect, serve, and grow together as a church family. 

conversation, encouragement, and the joy of being together. As we move forward, we invite you to 

participate. For now, mark your calendars for these upcoming events.

• Friday, October 16—Community  Hoedown 
• Saturday, November 7—WKU Tailgating & Watch 

Party 
• Sunday, December 13—Casseroles & Cookies 

Sunday, January 10—Salad Extravaganza

FALL FESTIVAL 

from 3:30-6:30 p.m. 
welcome. Activities being 

planned include a hayride, fishing in the pond, volleyball, games, painting 

asking attendees to bring a side dish to eat with hamburgers! 
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

sweatshirt in the morning and having it tied around your waist by lunch. To the farming community, and to 
my family, it is all of those things and so much more. October is harvest- the time we eagerly await the 
results 

Galatians (Gal. 6:7-
10):  

“7 Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for you reap whatever you sow. 8 If you sow to your own flesh, you will reap 
corruption from the flesh, but if you sow to the Spirit, you will reap eternal life from the Spirit. 9 So let us not grow weary 
in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give up. 10 So then, whenever we have an opportuni-
ty, let us work for the good of all and especially for those of the family of faith.” 

It is much too late to change how we sowed corn, or the way we cared for it. But October is not too late for us to sow good works 
that benefit all. Paul reminds the Galatians that the finished work of Christ means that we no longer have a spirit of selfishness, 
envy, and division that brings about corruption. We are made new- able to bear good fruit that serves our family of faith and the 
community at large. But what I have learned from the land is also echoed in the writings of Paul- fruit is not automatic. It requires 
amending the soil- providing the circumstances for the fruit to grow. In what circumstances does our new life in Christ grow? It 
thrives when we surround ourselves with opportunities to do what is right- in intimate and vulnerable community with our faith 
family, and by having eyes to see opportunities outside of the family of faith for good works. Our eyes guide our actions, and our 
mind guides our eyes. We amend the soil by “having the mind of Christ Jesus” (Phil. 2:5), by knowing Christ in Word, prayer, 

divisiveness, a spirit of fear, anger with one another, and the like. Paul admonished the Galatians for putting disagreements 
above their shared unity in Christ. God is calling us also, to root out sin in our hearts and anger in our relationships that keep us 
from the sort of unity that comes together for the good of the family of faith and the community around it. This October is a good 
one for corn- the conditions were right, and weeds kept at bay so that we reaped a good harvest- bringing joy to families across 
the commonwealth. May this next year in our church life also be so- let us amend the soil of our hearts, weed the division from 
our relationships and not tire of doing the good work that God has called us to for over 200 years. I look forward to both putting 
in the hard labor and joyfully celebrating the harvest together for years to come. 

October 3 

 Larry Gildersleeve 

October 4 

    Robin Watkins-Tolbert 

October 5 

 Sam Evans 

 Tim Evans 

 Linda Leigh 

 Catherine Reber 

October 7 

 Samuel Kernohan 

October 9 

 Joseph Survant 

October 10 

 Greg Johnson 

October 11 

 Bev Nuerge 

 

October 12 

 Michael Ballard 

October 14 

 Diane Simmons 

     Oriaku Njoku  

October 17 

 Sheila Reeves 

October 19 

     Todd Hudson 

October 20 

 Karen Kreuzer 

October 21 

 Kim Ferguson 

October 24 

 Nancy Hulan 

 Charlotte Prow 

October 26 

 Emma Ahmed 

October 29 

 Saint Carmichael 

 Ernie Small 

October 30 

 Emily Davenport 

 Lisa Rabold 

 

  

 

  

 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR YOUTH DIRECTOR-LILLY HUNTER 
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 Please check our 60-Second email and bulletin announcements regularly.   

Sometimes scheduled events may change.  Take care and stay safe! 

 

 

OCTOBER CALENDAR 

  October 2026 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 

7:00pm  
Neighborhood 
Group 
  

2 

7:30am  
Men’s  
Breakfast  
Group 
  

3 
  

 

4 

9:00am Coffee Fellowship 
9:15am Sunday School 
9:45am Godly Play 
10:30am Worship 
11:45am Coffee Fellowship 
                Mahjong 
12:00pm Eating Out Small Grp 
5:00pm-Youth Grp-Game Night 

5 

9:00am GOD/DOG 
Is Love 
12:00pm  
Personnel Meeting 
6:00pm  
Deacons Meeting 

6 

11:00am Special Care 
12:00pm  
Inspirational Meditation  
 

  

 

7 

7:00am Breakfast Group 
5:00pm Chancel Choir 
6:00pm Wednesday 
Evening Bible Study 

8 
  

9 

7:30am  
Men’s  
Breakfast  
Group 
  

10 
  

11 

9:00am Coffee Fellowship 
9:15am Sunday School 
9:45am Godly Play 
10:30am Worship 
11:45am  Coffee Fellowship 
                Mahjong 
12:00pm Eating Out Small Grp 
 5:00pm Youth Group 

12 
9:00am  
GOD/DOG Is Love 
12:00pm Circle 9 
5:30pm Finance 
Ministry Meeting 
 

13 

11:00am Special Care 
12:00pm  
Inspirational Meditation  
7:00pm Sunny 16  
Camera Club 
7:00pm Tuesday Evening 
Circle 

14 

7:00am Breakfast Group 
9:30am Wednesday  
Morning Young Mothers 
& Others Circle  
5:00pm Chancel Choir 
6:00pm Wednesday 
Evening Bible Study 
6:00pm Open Table-
College Ministry 
6:00pm Worship Ministry 
Meeting 

15 
  

16 

7:30am  
Men’s 
Breakfast 
Group 

6:00pm 

Community 
Hoedown 

17 

8:00  

Saturday Meal 

11:00am 

Downtown  

BG Harvest 

Festival 

11:00am   

Celebration of 
Life–Dr. Wayne 

Hendrix 

18  
Congregational Meeting 

9:00am Coffee Fellowship 
9:15am Sunday School 
9:45am Godly Play 
10:30am Worship 
11:45am Coffee Fellowship 
                Mahjong 
                Topper Min. Luncheon 
12:00am Eating Out Small Grp 
5:00pm  Youth Group 

19 

9:00am  
GOD/DOG Is Love 
5:30pm 
Christian Education 
Meeting 

20 

11:00am Special Care 
12:00pm  
Inspirational Meditation  
6:00pm Session 

21 

7:00am Breakfast Group 
 5:00pm Chancel Choir 
6:00pm Open Table-
College Ministry 
 

  

22 

 

23 

7:30am  
Men’s 
Breakfast  
Group 
  

24 

 8:00am  
Saturday Meals 
8:00am Youth 
Group-First 

Baptist Church 

25 

9:00am Coffee Fellowship 
9:15am Sunday School 
9:45am Godly Play 
10:30am Worship 
11:45am  Coffee Fellowship 
12:00am Eating Out Small Grp 
5:00pm Youth Group. 

26 

9:00am  
GOD/DOG Is Love 
  

 

27 

9:10:00am PLC Trick or 
Treat 
11:00am Special Care 
12:00pm  
Inspirational Meditation  
1:00pm CUICHM 
  

28 

7:00am Breakfast Group 
10:00am PLC Trick or 
Treat 
5:00pm Chancel Choir 
5:30pm Trunk or Treat-
First Christian Church 
6:00pm Open Table- 
College Ministry 

29 
  

30 
7:30am 
Men’s  
Breakfast  
Group 

  

31 
HAPPY  

HALLOWEEN 
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The Presbyterian Church 
1003 State Street 
Bowling Green, KY  42101 
(270) 843-4707 
 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 
 
 

The Presbyterian Church 
Bowling Green, Kentucky                                                                                                      

(270) 843-4707      www.bgpres.org 
 

 

We share  
the vitality of Christ:   
loving, serving, and  

welcoming all.  
 

The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.  

October 15 is the deadline for the November 2026  

newsletter. Please send your information to the  

church office at info@bgpres.org 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church Leadership 

 Rev. Patrick Lane                                                                    Pastor 
 Lilly Hunter                                       Director of Student Ministries  
 Dr. Wayne Pope                                                    Choir Director 

 Mrs. Terry Johnson                                   Financial Administrator 

 Mr. Steve Moore                                                           Treasurer 

 Mrs. Robin Watkins–Tolbert                       Office Coordinator 

 Mrs. Kimberly Watkins       Director, Preschool Learning Center 

 Mr. Cedric Whitney                                                          Custodian 

 Mrs. Debbie Trickey                                              Clerk of Session 

 Ms. Claire Ellington                                              Sound Attendant 
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